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Oreonectes macrolepis, A New Nemacheiline Loach of Genus 
Oreonectes (Balitoridae) from Guangxi, China 
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Abstract: A nemacheiline loach, Oreonectes macrolepis sp. nov. has been recognized based on collections from a 
Pearl River Drainage in Maonan County, Huanjiang City, Guangxi, China, in June 2008. Oreonectes macrolepis is a new 
member of the O. furcocaudalis group. It can be distinguished from all its congeners in this group by the following 
characters: body entirely covered by scales, except between pectoral fins and pelvic fins; lateral line present, with 5-12 
pores; cephalic lateral line system with 3+7 infraorbital pores and 7—8 supraorbital; Head length 2.3-2.7 times head width 
in nose; head length 1.4—1.8 times maximum head width; Standard length 7.0—10.8 times caudal-peduncle depth. 
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Fig.1 Oreonectes macrolepis (holotype KIZ 2008008131, 54.8mm SL) 
A: WMX lateral view) ; b: 75m (dorsal view). 
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Tab. 1 Comparison of three species of Oreonectes furcocaudalis group 
oam geg CRE) ZER ESCH Lang 
PEJA Characters i O. microphthalmus O. microphthalmus 3 
O. furcocaudalis , O. macrolepis 
(with scales) (scaleless) 
RS Dorsal-fin rays 3,9 3, 10 3, 10 3, 9-10 
WER Anal-fin rays 3,6 2-7 27. 2,6 
itg Pectoral-fin rays 1,10 1,10 1,10 1, 10—12 
Hig Pelvic-fin rays 1,6 Lk 1,7 1, 6-7 
Fee 4) ptg Branched caudal-fin rays 15-16 14 15 14-16 
A MRE Gill rakers on inner side 8-9 12 12 10-12 
WEE Scales on body PAA RB EUREN KE JE E US Fd BEB 
Only on On whole body except between Naked On whole body 
posterior part of pectoral fins and pelvic fins except between 
body pectoral fins and 
pelvic fins 
AKA SL/BD 4.4-5.2 (4.8) 7.0-8.4 (7.8) 6.8-7.8 (7.1) 4.4-7.4 (6.3) 
KIS SL/L 3.3-3.9 (3.6) 3.3-3.6 (3.5) 3.3-3.5 (3.4) 3.4-3.9 (3.6) 
MK EAA SL/PCL 7.3-10.6 (8.8) 6.9-8.1 (7.7) 7.98-9.4 (8.6) 7.1-10.3 (8.7) 
MEENA SL/PCD 13.7-18.4 (15.2)  10.0-12.1 (10.9) 13.4-15.6 (14.7) 7.0-10.8 (8.7) 
MEEK SL/PDL 1.7-1.9 (1.8) 1.8-1.9 (1.9) 1.8-1.8 (1.8) 1.7-1.8 (1.7) 
EAR 3.0-3.3 (3.2) 3.4-3.7 (3.6) 3.1-3.6 (3.4) 2.9-3.3 (3.1) 
SL/distance between origins of pectoral and pelvic 
fins 
PA UE li] BE 3.7-5.3 (4.5) 4.3-4.6 (4.4) 4.2-4.7 (4.4) 4.0-4.8 (4.5) 
SL/distance between origins of pelvic and anal fins 
KKK HL/Snout length 2.3-2.5 (2.4) 2.4-2.7 (2.6) 2.5-2.6 (2.6) 2.2-2.5 (2.4) 
SAME HL/ED 10.1-14.2 (12.1) 17.9-38.3 (26.7) 15.3-27.0 (20.7) 21.7-62.0 (32.6) 
SSI EE HL/Interorbital width 3.5-4.3 (4.0) 4.4-5.9 (5.2) 4.3-4.8 (4.6) 2.8-4.1 (3.5) 
G/B CFLAR) HL/Head width (at nares) 2.6-3.3 (2.8) 3.3-4.1 (3.6) 3.0-3.4 (3.2) 2.3-2.8 (2.5) 
ACMA SL BE HL/Maximum head width 1.6-1.8 (1.7) 1.8-2.2 (2.1) 1.8-2.0 (2.0) 1.4-1.8 (1.6) 
ER CPL/CPD 1.3-2.5 (1.7) 1.3-1.5 (1.4) 1.6-1.9 (1.7) 0.8-1.1 (1.0) 


SL: 4% K (standard length); BH: 14% i (body depth), PCL: 
K(pre-dorsal length). 
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